
  

The Town of Innisfil has 
initiated a Town-wide 
Community Improvement 
Plan project. 
 
 

On May 23, 2014, the Town of Innisfil retained Meridian Planning 
Consultants (in association with TCI Management Consultants) to 
prepare a Town-wide Community Improvement Plan (CIP). 
 

The project will result in a comprehensive, strategic, and flexible 
framework for local improvements to public and private properties 
throughout the Town. Specifically, the Town-wide CIP is intended to 
help: 

 
 Attract and assist new business investment in Innisfil 

 Revitalize, restore, and improve existing commercial and 
industrial properties throughout Innisfil 

 Accelerate the Town’s unique investment attraction 
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For more information about the Town-wide Community 
Improvement Plan project, feel free to contact Don Eastwood, 

Director of Development 705-436-3710 or ecdo@innisfil.ca. 

The diagram below illustrates the Three-Phase Work Program for the Innisfil Town-wide 
CIP project, which meets the requirements of the Planning Act.  It is anticipated that the 
Program will lead to the adoption of a Community Improvement Plan in early 2015. 

WHAT IS  

THE PROCESS? 
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How can I participate? 
There will be opportunities for public involvement in all three phases of the 
project.   
 
For Phase One (currently on-going), you will have the opportunity to help 
identify specific community needs and opportunities that should be 
addressed by the Town-wide CIP.  You can provide input and ideas by:  
 

 Completing an on-line survey by Friday, September 26, 2014           
on the Town’s website at www.innisfil.ca 

 Participating in an upcoming public open house and workshop this 
September 
 

Additional information about the public open house (date and location) will 
be available on the Town-wide CIP Project website soon at: 
www.innisfil.ca. For those unable to attend, information and presentations 
from the open houses and workshops will be provided on this website.   
 
Written submissions, questions and comments can be submitted to the 
Town at ecdo@innisfil.ca at any time. 
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 A Community Improvement Plan (often called a 
‘CIP’) is a municipal planning tool permitted by 
the Ontario Planning Act. Through a CIP, 
municipalities in Ontario can: 
 

• Facilitate and coordinate transition in a 
community 

• Stimulate employment growth 
• Assist businesses and property owners with 

repair, rehabilitation, and redevelopment 
projects 

• Raise awareness to local needs and priorities 
  

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
has prepared a Community Improvement 
Planning Handbook (2008), which provides 
more information on community improvement 
planning: 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page1297.aspx 

WHAT IS A  

COMMUNITY 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN? 

 

In the past, CIPs have typically been 
prepared for a precise geographic area of a 
municipality, such as a downtown, Business 
Improvement Area, industrial area, a heritage 
conservation district, or an area with a large 
number of brownfields. 
 

Today, leading edge municipalities are taking 
a more innovative approach by preparing 
Town-wide CIPs. This approach looks more 
comprehensively and strategically at 
implementing Planning Act tools throughout 
the entire Town.  
 

Town-wide CIPs are strongly aligned with 
broader economic development goals. In 
2010, Innisfil developed a community 
strategic plan known as ‘Inspiring Innisfil 
2020’, which defines the Town’s goals for the 
future. Through this project there is an 
opportunity to align the Town-wide CIP with 
broader community and economic goals, as 
set out in ‘Inspiring Innisfil 2020’. 
 

How Can a CIP Help Business and Property Owners? 
 

Having a CIP in place allows the Town to assist business and property owners 
with improvements to private properties. Financial assistance may be available 
through incentive-based programs set out by the CIP, including: 
 

 Grant and Loan 
Programs 

 Rebates  
 

 Tax assistance 
 

 

Incentive based programs could assist with a wide range of maintenance, 
rehabilitation, development or redevelopment projects, such as: 
 

 Building façade and 
signage improvements 
 

 Improvements to 
landscaping and 
parking areas 

 

 Adaptive reuse of 
commercial and 
industrial buildings 
 

 Provision of affordable 
housing 

 Project feasibility 
studies 
 

 Space conversion for 
residential and 
commercial uses 
 

 Structural 
improvements to 
buildings (e.g., 
Building Code 
upgrades) 

 

 Energy efficiency 
retrofits 
 

 Accessibility 
enhancements 
 

 Brownfield 
environmental 
assessment, 
remediation, and 
redevelopment 

 

 

Key Elements  
of a CIP: 

 

The Town-wide CIP will be 
strategic. It will augment the 
vision and actions set out in 
‘Inspiring Innisfil 2020’ by: 
 
 Providing a foundation that 

will help lead desirable 
growth 
 

 Preparing and positioning 
the Town for new 
opportunities 

 
 Supporting new business 

and employment 
opportunities 

 
 Promoting a unified 

community and identity 
 
 Focusing on community 

advantages and priorities 

Why is it a Town-wide Project? 
 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page1297.aspx

